
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by 

their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from 

wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 

hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does 

not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 

16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find 

disorder and every evil practice.

James 3:13-16



A society organized around the self in substitution for God is characterized by: 

Self-Righteousness

Self-Centeredness

Self-Satisfaction

Self-Aggrandizement

Self-Promotion

David Wells, God In The Wasteland



17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the 

demons submit to us in your name.”

18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 

19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and 

to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 

20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 

that your names are written in heaven.”

Luke 10:17-20



What defines your value? 

Who do you strive to impress?

Whatever defines your worth is what you serve.


